
Grow-Pray-Study (GPS) Guide 
Week of January 13, 2019


Monday: 2 Corinthians 5:16 - 20 - As Rick shared Sunday, some theologians 
picture God as a fisherman baiting the hook with the body of Christ, and 
when the devil bit, “Christ stuck in his gills!” (Luther) Others imagine the 
cross as a mousetrap, baited for the devil. Thus, the devil was overcome. Paul 
seems to paint a different picture - that Christ gives us a fresh start. That 
God’s activity has released us from whatever is getting between us and God 
and us and each other. Which picture do you lean toward? Why?  

Tuesday: Luke 23:34  - The key question for this past week’s message was 
“Why did Jesus have to die?” Which then often results in the question, who 
killed him, God or humanity? Many followers, and popular media, often turn 
the crucifixion into a matter of accusation and blame. For Jesus, it seemed to 
be the opposite. His torturers and murderers were forgiven instantly, in the 
very moment of his worst agony. “Father, forgive them…” Jesus lived and 
died expressing the costly love of God. What does that tell you about God? 
Do you see something of that in the Bishop in the movie “Les Miserables?” 

Wednesday: Isaiah 61: 1 - 3; Luke 4:18-19 - Jesus describes redemption in 
terms of “release” and “freedom.” He speaks of healing and wholeness. He 
echoes the words of the prophet Isaiah. This isn’t about payment, or 
repayment. (See Is. 55:1ff) This is pure gift! God’s love, revealed in the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus, gives us purpose, worth and meaning now, 
and for the future. How have you experienced release and freedom in your 
faith? Is there something from which you need to be freed or released? How 
might you offer that to Jesus? 

Thursday: John 14: 8 - 11 - Jesus’ self-offering was God speaking the Word 
of Life - again! It said to all of us, “I will go as far as I can to show you how 
much you are loved.” Paul says that there is nothing that can separate us from 
the love of God in Christ - nothing! (Romans 8:38-39) God’s love isn’t 
earned. There’s nothing we have to do to prove our worth, or to show we are 
loveable. We are loved and beloved. Pure gift! What does Jean Valjean do 
with the gift? What are we doing with the gift? 

Friday: Phil. 2: 5 - 8 - The self-emptying, in Greek “kenosis,” that Paul 
speaks of is the God’s giving of God’s self before, in and through Jesus. And 
God forgives - that is, “gives before” we do. If we were required to “pay God 
back,” or even picture Jesus “paying God back” makes God too small. 
Instead, God has given us life so that we might pass it on to others! How 
does Jean Valjean “pay it forward” (to call to mind another movie!) How 
might you “pay it forward” this week? this month? this year? 
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