
GPS March 10, 2019 

Monday: Exodus 32: 11 - 14 - On the DVD that accompanies this series, 
Walter Brueggemann says, “In Exodus 32…Moses really persuades God 
to change God’s mind. This is the ground of serious prayer. Most of our 
prayer life is so innocuous and polite because we don’t think that we 
have a mandate to be that seriously engaged with God.” What do you 
think of this notion of “negotiating” with God? Have there been times 
when you have engaged with God in this way? Could you imagine 
changing your prayer life to do more “bargaining, negotiating or rapping 
with God”? How would you make that into a prayer practice? 

Tuesday: Exodus 5: 1 - 9 - Throughout Lent, we’ll use Pharaoh’s 
economy as the ideology against which the prophets will speak. Pharaoh 
sees Israel as a commodity; they are only useful by what they produce. 
What form does Pharaoh’s economy take today? In what ways/situations 
are relationships reduced to simply consumer transactions? How does 
the church fall into this trap? What practices are available to the church 
to resist (ex. Sabbath keeping)? 

Wednesday: Exodus 33: 12 - 23; John 1:14—  Brueggemann says, 
“The God of the Bible really doesn’t fit our old formulations of 
omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent…this is a God who is much 
more engaged and at risk with us in the process. That requires a different 
portrait of God and a different sense of ourselves as human beings and 
as persons of faith.” What is your reaction to Brueggemann? How does 
what he says line up with your portrait of God? What does it mean that 
God is “engaged and at risk with us?” How does this help you see what 
God has done in Jesus?  

Thursday: Exodus 34: 29 - 30 - In his encounter with God, Moses is 
changed, and the change is noticeable. Brueggemann offers a critique of 
modern worship saying it is often innocuous - in a sleepy stupor, where 
nothing important happens. Annie Dillard wrote that if Christians really 
understood what happens in worship, they’d wear crash helmets. When 
you worship, where do you experience yourself on a continuum that 
goes from “innocuous/sleepy” to “life-and-death/wear a crash helmet”?  
What practices or posture might make worship more of a “life-and-
death” experience? 

Friday: Exodus 19:1 - 7 —The people of Israel had to choose: will we 
live in covenant with God, a life of blessing and hope, or will we choose 
the way of Pharaoh, a life of curse and hopelessness? Will they choose a 
way of life very different from the ways of the world, or will they be 
seduced into living in Pharaoh’s economy? The choice is the same for 
us: will we live into the practices of faith or live another day in the 
hamster wheel? What choices do you need to make this season of Lent?
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