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Monday: Mark 4: 1 - 20 
Jesus often used stories about common objects or events to teach uncommon truths. Likely a farmer was hand-
casting seed on a nearby hillside, in plain sight, as Jesus told this story. Verses 10-12 did not mean that Jesus 
intended parables to hide his message. He quoted Isaiah 6:9-10, which ironically described what was happening, 
not what God wanted. Hearers with closed minds, in Isaiah’s or Jesus’ day, wouldn’t hear no matter how much 
they listened. Jesus described the usual outcomes when a farmer sowed his seed by hand across a field. Not all 
the seed grew, but what took root bore an abundant crop. Jesus used that image to teach about the factors that 
hinder or nurture spiritual life. What steps are you taking to make your mind and heart “good soil” in which 
God’s word can grow and bear a good crop? 

Tuesday: Mark 4: 21 - 34 
Light dispels darkness. It may reveal all the beauty of God’s world, or help lost individuals find their way. 
Rabbis in Jesus’ day often referred to the mustard seed as one of the smallest objects. Jesus’ picture of the plant 
may have been a bit inflated - most mustard plants generally grew from 2 - 6 feet tall. There was a reason for 
that. “The language…evokes the image of a great kingdom of old that would be supplanted by God’s kingdom 
(Daniel 4:12). The glorious future kingdom was already active in a hidden way in Jesus ministry.” (Cultural 
Backgrounds Study Bible). What dark corners of our community, our world, your neighborhood need to 
experience the light of God? What can you do to help God’s light shine into these dark corners? 

Wednesday: Mark 4:35 - 5:20 
Jesus’ followers (who’d fished Galilee for a living) had a healthy respect for the strong storms that could blow 
up on that landlocked lake. Only God, Hebrews believed, could restrain the sea’s stormy chaos. To see Jesus 
exercise that divine power before their eyes awed them. Mark then portrayed a man on “the other side” of the 
Sea - Gentile territory. And the man lived like a beast - terrifyingly strong, unstable, isolated “among the 
tombs,” where “he would hold and cut himself with stones.” Think of one big personal “storm” you’ve had to 
live through. How did you make your way in that season of life? Did you have any sense Jesus was “in the 
boat” with you. Lyrics from the song “Sometimes he calms the storm” go: Sometimes He calms the storm, and 
other times He calms the His child.” In which of those ways has Jesus most supported you in life’s storms? How 
has that impacted your relationship with God, and shaped the person you are today?  

Thursday: Mark 5: 21 - 34 
A desperate woman had heard about Jesus. He moved away, followed by a crowd, to help a synagogue leader 
named Jairus’ sick daughter. The woman’s problem would be serious today, but it was worse then. Jewish law 
saw her condition as permanently “unclean,” like a  leper (see Leviticus 15:25-27). She couldn’t legally touch 
anyone; hence her stealthy touch of Jesus’ garment. But “Jesus recognized that power had gone out from him.” 
What a burden of shame this woman just have carried, along with her physical issues. Many people saw 
ailments like hers as judgments from God (see John 9:2). How do you see yourself? Are there things in your life 
you’d rather keep hidden? Was Jesus being unkind when he called the healed woman forward - or was he 
freeing her from shame as well as from her physical disorder? 
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Friday: Mark 5:35 - 6:6 
Mark had already documented that Jesus’ ministry met hostility from the religious authorities. With his daughter 
deathly ill, Jairus (“one of the synagogue leaders”) laid aside any objections he might have had to Jesus. When 
messengers came saying the girl had died, Jesus encouraged Jairus, saying, “Don’t be afraid; just keep trusting.” 
He repaid the synagogue leader’s true by giving him back to his daughter. Then he went to Nazareth, his home 
town, where familiarity apparently bred contempt and disbelief. In Nazareth, Jesus met rejection and anger. In 
what ways did “Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t he Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon?” 
express doubt about Jesus’ messianic claim? What would Jesus’ work to address physical and spiritual bondage, 
poverty and blindness “repulse” his home town?  

Saturday: Mark 6: 7 - 29 
Herod Antipas divorced his wife to marry Herodias. She had previously married his half-brother Herod Phillip. 
John the Baptist denounced that example of royal decadence, and Herodias hated him for it. Herodias sent a 
young woman, probably her daughter by Phillip, to dance at Antipas’ birthday party. Dazzled, Herod publicly 
promised the girl anything she asked. And Herodias told the girl to demand an end to the life of the fearless 
preacher Jesus called “more than a prophet.” Few Bible stories show more vividly why it matters that our faith 
take the long view. To human eyes, Herodias won. John’s abrupt, unjust execution seemed to silence his voice. 
But which of them has had a better impact on the world in the centuries since Herod’s feast? Which of them 
could be more confident of eternal life with God? 

 


