
Grow-Pray-Study (GPS) Guide 
Week of June 2, 2019


Monday: Romans 15:7 - Christian hospitality refers to the active desire to 
invite, welcome, receive and care for those who are strangers so that they 
find a spiritual home and discover for themselves the full life found in a deep 
relationship with Jesus. It describes an outward focus, a reaching out to those 
not yet known, a willingness to change behaviors in order to accommodate 
the needs and receive the talents of newcomers. On a scale of 1 to 10, when 1 
being “needs help!” to 10 being “we’re the best!,” how is our hospitality? 
What can we do better? What role do you play? 

Tuesday: Deuteronomy 10:19  - We, too, were once strangers to the faith, 
residing outside the community where we now find meaning, grace, hope, 
friendship and service. Someone invited us, encouraged us, raised us, 
received us - a parent, spouse, friend, or even a stranger. Imagine if we took 
Jesus seriously the call to welcome the stranger, just as we have been 
welcomed? Hospitality has us seeing people as Jesus sees them and seeing 
Jesus in the people God brings before us. How can we do better at 
welcoming the stranger among us? 

Wednesday: Romans 12: 9 - 13 - Paul never uses the word “radical,” but his 
description of what our hospitality should look like might as well include it. 
He tells the church to “pursue the love of strangers!” Go after them! People 
who understand the radical nature of Christian hospitality sense a calling and 
responsibility to pray, plan and work to invite others and to help them feel 
welcome and to support them in their faith journeys. People who experience 
that kind of hospitality will say, “People at this church really care about me. 
They really want the best for me!” Are you in pursuit of welcoming 
strangers? Do you pray that they come? Do you look for them whenever we 
gather? What’s your next step? 

Thursday: Hebrews 13:2 - Hospitality is sacred work. It is one heart, made in 
the image of God, touching another. We never know what impact we might 
have. And we never know how that stranger (angel?) might impact us! What 
does this verse mean to you in light of the work of hospitality? 

Friday: John 1:39 - Part of hospitality is inviting people to “come and see” 
what is happening in the community of faith. We have a big Block Party 
coming July 12th. Who might you invite to “come and see” this Party and get 
a taste of what the church is like and what church folk are like? Pray, plan - 
and then invite! 
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