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Monday: John 21: 18 - 19 - Throughout the NT, Jesus shared stories of the 
costly and surprising nature of following him. Here he foretells of his own 
death, a path he would not have chosen for himself, but also makes it clear 
that Peter will have his own unexpected path. This is the most unexpected 
place to which your faith in Christ has taken you in order to make a 
difference in the world? in a person’s life? in your own life?  

Tuesday: Luke 4: 16 - 19  - Jesus, quoting Isaiah, connects God’s purpose for 
God’s people throughout history - to care for those on the margins, the least, 
the last and the left out. How do you suppose our congregation is perceived 
by those in the community who have the least power - the poor, the 
unemployed, the stranger, the hungry, the homeless, the abused, the addicted, 
the immigrant, the victim of violence?  

Wednesday: 1 Thes. 5:17 - Sometime this week, go to an area in town where 
you can walk. Take someone with you if you can. As you walk, listen. Look. 
Smell. What do you see? What do you not see? Who do you see? Who do 
you not see? What else do you observe? What questions or wonderings arise 
from this experience? Follow the questions that arise. Pray about them. Are 
you pointed to a point of pain or injustice? To a point of hope and 
possibility? What can you do to learn more? 

Thursday: Matthew 20: 20 - 28 - As Rick shared on Sunday, Jesus followers 
don’t volunteer; they serve. What do you think about that? Agree? Disagree? 
Why? What help is this passage in thinking about the call to serve? 

Friday: Luke 6:32:33 - There is a significant difference between ministry to 
people and ministering with people. When we minister to people, it keeps us 
safe and control. We deliver the goods. We have and they need. And we are 
able to deliver the goods when it’s convenient to us, when it works with our 
schedule. Unfortunately, it creates an obstacle - we will never develop 
meaningful relationships with those we are called to serve - to love. How can 
we structure our ministries of our church so that relationships are formed 
between those who belong to the faith community and those we serve? 
Where is there already collaboration and partnership? What else might we 
do? What changes do we need to make in our approach to mission and 
service? 
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