
 
grow.pray.study 10.20.19 

Monday: Matthew 25: 31 - 39 - Did you know Bono, lead singer of U2, is a 
devout Christian, committed to eliminating extreme poverty. It’s true. And he 
once said this: “Can an accident of longitude and latitude really decide 
whether you live or whether you die? In the global community - in the 
globalized world, can you say…because that’s happening over there, it’s not 
really my concern? Well, you can’t if you’re a Christian.” What do you think 
about these questions? And what implications does it have for Christians who 
live in more prosperous parts of the world? 

Tuesday: Deuteronomy 24: 14 - 21 - The tithe was an expectation of the 
people of Israel, part their worship and part of their communal life. 
Underneath was the expectation that their generosity would provide for those 
who were experiencing hardships: widows, orphans, immigrants, etc. Clearly 
we are not created simply to be consumers of stuff. For those who experience 
the blessing of “stuff” there is an expectation. What practices help you leave 
“grapes on the vine” and “corn in the field” so others might be cared for? 
What particular need really tugs on your heart? 

Wednesday: Matthew 23:23, Luke 11:42 & Mark 12: 42 - 43 - Jesus, like 
with so many other laws, seems to discount the tithe - or rather, push toward 
something deeper. And yet, he praises the widow who gives what seems to be 
her last two coins. If Jesus isn’t so concerned about the tithe, but does seem 
to expect us to be generous (he didn’t say we shouldn’t give; in fact, he 
assumes almsgiving, see Matthew 6:2), then what does that mean for us and 
giving to God? What do you think about tithing? Is it something you do? Or 
is it something you think is out of reach, or even crazy?  

Thursday: Galatians 5:22 -We read these verses a few weeks ago. It’s good to 
remember that generosity is a fruit of the Spirit. We can only really be 
generous because God is giving the power to do so. And yet, generosity also 
bears witness to the goodness of God. How can your generosity serve as a 
witness to the abundant love of God? 

Friday: Matthew 6:11 - Check out this TED Talk on the Generosity 
Experiment.” https://www.ted.com/talks/sasha_dichter. Reactions? 
Comments? What do you take away from this talk? What changes or actions 
does this lead you to make?  
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