
 
grow.pray.study 11.3.19 

Monday: Luke 19: 1 - 10 - On Sunday, Rick shared the idea that Zacchaeus 
and Jesus were “breaking” societal rules. (cf. Deut. ). What rules were they 
breaking? Were they wrong for going against the law? What about you - are 
you a rule breaker or a rule follower? If there were rules or laws that you 
thought were unfair or unjust, would you be willing to break them? How 
about rules that interfere with our ability to be loving to our neighbor 
(oppressive immigration laws for example)?  
 
Tuesday: Luke 19: 1 - 10 - Zacchaeus is a sinner. It was almost a ‘given’ 
because of the kind of trade he was engaged in and would be the assumption 
both of Luke’s hearers and of the people of Jesus’ time. The focus is moral 
sinfulness. Jesus’ critics believe he should value people according to their 
compliance with scripture’s laws and keep his distance if they don't. Jesus, 
for whom scripture’s laws also matter (see Luke 16:17!), values people 
because they are people. What implications does this have for us today?  

Wednesday: Watch this TED talk: https://www.ted.com/talks/
dan_ariely_asks_are_we_in_control_of_our_own_decisions, particularly 
from about 5 min to 8 min. Professor Ariely argues that we often don’t 
realize that we make decisions based on arbitrary rules, many of which are 
imposed on us. We think we are in control, but many times our decision has 
already been made for us. What do you think? And what does this have to do 
with how we make decisions in loving our neighbors? About deciding where 
to live? With whom to be friends? 

Thursday: Luke 6:10; Luke 8: 36; Luke 8: 36 & 48 & 50 - Each time the 
person is restored or made well or healed or delivered in these stories, it is 
the same word: sozo (pronounced sōd-zō). It is also translated as the word 
salvation. What has been your understanding of salvation as it relates to 
faith? What does it mean to experience “salvation”? Is it a one-time thing or 
can it be experienced multiple times? 

Friday: Matthew 22: 39 - Rick shared on Sunday that our society is not very 
good at actually loving its neighbors. A very small percentage of people have 
brought their neighbors together for a social event. Less than half of 
neighbors have welcomed someone who has moved into their neighborhood. 
Consider doing one of these activities: 1) write a thank you note to a 
neighbor, 2) share food with a neighbor, 3) learn a neighbors’ name  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