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Monday: Psalm 16. This psalm, on its own, is a beautiful poem, highlighting 
the writer’s trust in God. “I have no good apart from You.” (v. 2) Peter 
reaches back to this psalm during his witness in Acts 2, and suddenly, this 
simple, beautiful poem takes on new power and meaning, particularly vv. 8 - 
11. Because of the resurrection, life is seen through new glasses where every 
experience of goodness is a foretaste of the “fulness of joy” and the 
“pleasures forevermore.” For those who follow Jesus, such a view is not 
blind naïveté; it is the gift of living with eyes open to see what God is doing 
here and now in a world of pain and death. Savor this psalm with joy! 

Tuesday: Acts 2: 14a, 22 - 32. We will return to this chapter in 7 weeks when 
we celebrate Pentecost, the so-called “birthday” of the church. In and around 
this text is the work of the Holy Spirit. By the power of the Spirit, Peter is 
able to speak. By the power of the Spirit, those listening can understand. In 
truth, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit requires witnesses, AND, the Spirit 
enables and empowers the witnesses it requires. How does the Holy Spirit 
empower your faith? Where are you needing the comfort of the Comforter? 
Where are you seeing signs of life because of the work of the Spirit?  

Wednesday: 1 Peter 1: 3 - 9. The major purpose of this letter, written to early 
followers who have been scattered around the region even into Asia, is to 
encourage believers not to turn away from the gospel message they have 
heard. Life is clearly challenging for them - many are suffering - being 
“tested by fire.” The Message version of v. 3 reads “we’ve been given a 
brand-new life and have everything to live for!” Imagine this letter is written 
to you. What hope and encourage do you hear? How might it help you to 
keep loving, keep resisting evil and injustice, to keep serving those in need? 

Thursday: John 20: 19 - 31. As Rick highlighted Sunday, there are 4 different 
reactions to Jesus’ appearance, two of them in this set of verses: the reaction 
of the disciples and the reaction of Thomas. Thomas needs the most 
convincing, but once convinced, makes the most profound confession ever: 
“My Lord and my God!” Of course, there is another group being invited to 
respond - the reader. In other words, you and I. What is your understanding 
of the resurrection? How does it figure into your faith life? What do you still 
need from Jesus to deepen your understanding?  

Friday: Activity - This series is about “Signs of Life.” One of tasks, as 
followers of Jesus, is to make Jesus known to the world around us. What is 
one thing you might do, personally or as a group, to make Jesus known? A 
call, a letter, an act of service, speaking up against evil or injustice?  
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