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Monday: Psalm 116: 1 - 4, 12 - 19. Here someone is celebrating what they 
understood as deliverance from difficulties and troubles (referred to as 
“Sheol” or the “pit.”) The psalm concludes with praise and thanksgiving for 
new circumstances where the person has emerged on the other side of the pit 
and steps into the new life offered. Where are you experiencing “the pit” in 
life right now? What distress would you sing about? The psalmist promises a 
new circumstance. What new thing are you yearning for? 

Tuesday: Acts 2: 14a, 36 - 41. Peter’s message, recalling the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, demands a response. “Repent” he says. The Greek is 
the word “metanoia” with means to change one’s mind or come to a new 
understanding. Christians proclaim that Jesus’ resurrection was THE defining 
moment in human history. It changed everything. If you take the resurrection 
to be true, how does that change things for you? What claim does it make on 
your life? 

Wednesday: 1 Peter 1:17 - 23. The second half of v. 17 reads “…live in 
reverent fear/awe during the time of your exile.” As Rick indicated on 
Sunday, the word translated “exile” here is the same word the disciples use in 
Luke calling Jesus a “stranger.” It can also mean “alien.” This is a loaded 
word in our society, often associated with “illegal aliens.” Yet, Jesus is 
identified as one. By extension, the church assumes “alien status.” We are 
“aliens” since our citizenship resides elsewhere (Phil. 3:20). If you took this 
seriously, how would your life be different?  

Thursday: Luke 24: 13 - 35. In their book “Resident Aliens,” Hauerwas and 
Willimon highlight the church’s call to BE the church. Not because the 
church has some sort of social strategy; rather, the church is a social strategy. 
It is a community of “aliens” that gathers to re-member and re-present the 
death of One who died an illegal alien. The church does this by loving 
enemies, honoring the poor, suffering for righteousness and being faithful to 
baptismal promises. In so doing, it testifies to the “amazing community-
creating power of God.” Where are we doing well testifying to this? Where 
have we fallen short? 

Friday: Activity -  Look up the vows that we make at our baptism in the UM 
Hymnal. If you are with others, talk about what they mean. Then, determine: 
what is one thing you can do this week to fulfill one of the promises you 
made (or someone else made on your behalf) at your baptism? What excites 
you about being an “alien” like Jesus? 
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